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Come Lord Jesus!
Bless us as we prepare to welcome You more fully into our lives.
Be with us in the busyness and quiet of our preparation.
Reveal Yourself to us as we seek to be Your people.
“The people in darkness have seen a great light.”
Illuminate us and draw us close, as we wait in joyful hope.
For You are our hope and our salvation!
Come Lord Jesus!
From the Principal’s Desk:

This past month has been packed with many events in our school community. Our junior students enjoyed a Bulldogs
game, we sent two hockey teams to the Annual Daryl Mahler Memorial 3 on 3 Tournament, the grade 6-8 students received a
presentation title “Think First” from Public Health, and our Student Council was commissioned. We also celebrated an
inspirational Remembrance Day Ceremony. We remembered those who had died and suffered in order that we could live in peace
and harmony today. We have many heroes who fight for and/or speak up for peace. One such hero was Pope John Paul II.
As a spiritual leader, Pope John Paul seized the moral high ground and never relinquished it. Pope John Paul vocally
opposed war, the arms trade and the taking of human life. He was a man of peace, a man who was not afraid to stand by what he
believed to be right and to oppose those he felt were morally wrong. Pope John Paul changed the face of our world in a positive,
long lasting way.
Here at Corpus Christi Catholic School, we have many of our own heroes. Our students, parents and staff all work towards
a better way of life for those less fortunate. We have all learned that together we are a family. Through prayer and positive action,
we have created a community with a sense of justice and a sense of peace. Thank you very much to our students, our staff, our
parish, and our community for reminding us of this message. By working together, we can all help Corpus Christi Catholic School
to continue to be a great place for everyone.

CSC NEWS
Christmas Hampers
We at Corpus Christi realize how fortunate we are and we
want to help others enjoy a wonderful Christmas with
their families. We will be doing our Christmas Hampers
again this year. The Hampers are wrapped by our CSC and
delivered before Christmas. Your child’s letter will be
coming home by December 2nd. Please help us to continue
this tradition by sending in your donated items to your
child's class by December 13th.
Thank you.
Volunteers
We are always looking for volunteers to help out with the
different things we have planned throughout the year. If
you are interested in helping with any of the CSC run
activities please call the school and leave a message with
Mrs. Woodfine. We would love to have your help. You
wouldn’t believe how much fun we have!
Thank you and Merry Christmas!
On behalf of the Catholic School Council, we wanted to
extend our very warm gratitude to all of our staff, students,
and parents for all your contributions, input, volunteer
involvement and support – Corpus Christi truly is a
dedicated and loving community, which we are so blessed
to be a part of! We want to wish you and your families a
blessed Christmas season. Look forward to working
together and doing more great things for our children in
2020!

FAMILY ADVENT CRAFT NIGHT
The Family Advent Craft Night is taking place on Tuesday
December 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the gym. We have had a very
good response to the invitation and look forward to
spending a wonderful evening together as a Catholic
community.
ARRIVAL TIME AND LATES
Just a reminder that the earliest time that
parent(s)/guardian(s) can drop off your child at school in
the morning is 8:10 a.m. Many students are coming earlier
than this time and there is no supervision for your
child(ren) before this time. For the safety of all, please
refrain from dropping your child(ren) off before 8:10 a.m.
Also, many students are arriving 5-20 minutes after the
bell rings at 8:25 a.m. Please ensure that your child is
present at school before the bell rings. It is important that
they are on time for proper programming. Thank you!
COLD WEATHER AND CLOTHING
The cold weather is upon us and it is very important that
the students dress appropriately. As much as possible, we

like the students to be outside, no matter what the
weather. We will only keep the students in for severely
cold conditions and heavy rainfall. If it is just ‘spitting’ out,
we will be going outside in order to get some fresh air and
exercise. Please make sure that your child dresses for the
weather! We cannot supervise the students who are
inappropriately dressed inside the school, if the majority
of students are outside on the playground. We find that
the older students, in particular, come without gloves, hats
and boots and then do not want to go outside. However,
we do live in Canada and we have a climate that we should
all be prepared to dress for and to enjoy. Please label all
clothing and items to avoid loss.
STUDENTS LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS AT LUNCH
Please be reminded that NO students are allowed to leave
school property unless they are signed out at the office by
their parent or guardian. The lunch policy remains in
effect.
STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICK UP
When you are dropping and picking up your child (ren),
please park at the church parking lot and cross your
children over to the school. This reminder is for the safety
of all children at the school. Please do not park in the bus
loading zone out front of the school or in the staff
parking lot. Also, please don’t stop out in front of the
school near the yellow pylons to drop off your
child(ren). This is not a “kiss and ride” area. This will help
to ensure the safety of all children.
SNOW THROWING POLICY
There is perhaps no other activity that has the potential to
cause serious injury as throwing snow or snowballs.
Particles of ice, grit or stones can be imbedded in the snow
without the person’s knowledge and could result in head
or eye injuries. SNOW THROWING WILL NOT BE
PERMITTED AT CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC SCHOOL.
Students throwing snow will have very serious
consequences. Safety is our primary concern. All students
have been given verbal warnings about the dangers of
throwing snow or snowballs. Please discuss the
seriousness of throwing snow with your child.
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
The last day of school before Christmas vacation is Friday,
December 20th, 2019. Students will be dismissed at the
usual time at 2:45 p.m. Students will return to school on
Monday January 6th, 2020.

SCHOOL MESSENGER
The new School Messenger system has now been
functioning for almost 2 years now. We strongly encourage
parents to use this new system to report any absences for
your child(ren). The School Messenger App is available at
the App Store for iPhone and Google Play for android users
and is much easier and quicker to use than the phone in
system. We encourage all parents to download the App to
their device, try it, you will love it!
VOLUNTEERING – YOUR CHANCE TO GET INVOLVED
Even half an hour a week helps immensely! Please call Mr.
Pickard, Special Education Teacher, to discuss possibilities.
Let us know if you can help. Please remember that
everyone working in the school requires a police check.
Thank you.
MEDICATION
A reminder to parents/guardians that medication will not
be given out at school without the required
documentation. There are 2 forms that must be completed
and placed in the student’s OSR if medication is to be
administered at school. One of the forms is to be
completed by the doctor and the other one is to be
completed by the parent/guardian. Students are not
permitted to self-administer any kind of medication. All
medication will be stored in the office (with the exception
of the second epi-pen which may be kept in the classroom)
and will be administered by the appropriate adult here at
school. Please remember that there cannot be any
exceptions to this Board Policy.
INCLEMENT WEATHER SCHOOL CLOSURE
When schools are closed or buses cancelled due to extreme
weather conditions, details will be announced on the
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board
website (www.hwcdsb.ca) and Hamilton-Wentworth
Student Transportation Services website
(www.hamiltonschoolbus.ca/public_v2/index.aspx) as
well as the following Hamilton and area media outlets:
95.3 Fresh FM / Y108 FM CKOC 1150 / K-Lite 102.9 FM
CKPC 1380 AM / Jewel 92.1 FM CHCH TV Morning Live
(Channel 11) CBC Hamilton www.cbc.ca/hamilton The
Hamilton Spectator www.thespec.com Twitter
https://twitter.com/HWCDSB Facebook
www.facebook.com/hwcdsb/
School closures and bus cancellations will be posted on the
HWCDSB and HWSTS websites and communicated to the
local media by 7:00 a.m., whenever possible. If schools
close early, the information will be posted on the HWCDSB
and HWSTS websites and sent to the media for
dissemination. In addition, each school will initiate its own
procedures for notifying parents of early closures due to
inclement weather. We ask parents/guardians to take
notice of the following guidelines:

 In the event of impending severe weather conditions,
parents should consider the safety of their children in
deciding whether or not to send them to school;
 Parents should stay tuned to Hamilton and area radio
stations for weather reports and school board
announcements;
 Parents who, in spite of bus cancellation, drive their
children to school, should ensure that their children can
get into the school and will be required to make the
necessary arrangements for the safe return home of their
children at the end of the day or in the event of an early
closure. Buses which do not run in the morning will not
run for the rest of the day;
 Phone calls to the school during severe weather
conditions are to be made only in the case of extreme
emergency;
 Parents shall be requested to provide the school with the
name and telephone number of a neighbour alternate,
(someone who lives in close proximity to the home) who
would be willing to act on their behalf in the event that
they cannot be reached.
Thank you for your assistance. Please remember to inform
the school if there are any changes in home and emergency
numbers.
STAYING IN AT RECESS
Frequently we receive requests from parents to allow a
child to remain indoors at recess or lunch hour due to
illness or cold. When a child is well enough to come to
school, they should be prepared to participate in all
activities during the school day.
ADVENT MASS
Corpus Christi will be having an Advent Mass on Thursday,
December 5th at 9:00 a.m. at the parish. All are welcome to
attend!
ANAPHYLAXIS MESSAGE
Corpus Christi Catholic School is a place where all
children feel safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure
the safety and well-being of all children, please note below
important information from Anaphylaxis Canada:
 Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is rapid
in onset and may cause death;
 Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction can
occur within minutes of exposure to an allergen (a
substance capable of causing an allergic reaction)
 Very small amounts of certain foods can cause severe
reactions when eaten. This may happen if a person at
risk touches an allergenic substance and then
subsequently touches the mouth. Even a very small
amount ‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to a serving
utensil has the potential to cause a severe allergic
reaction. Direct ingestion of an allergy-causing food
poses the greatest risk for people with food allergies.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to
the guidelines below is most appreciated:

opinion poll on sensory learning and learned how sensory
input is crucial in early brain development.



The first Family visit is a celebration of the baby, Mrs.
Aniballi’s class met Baby Camila and her mom Ms.
Mercedes, Mrs. Pimenta’s class met Baby Lake and his
mom, Ms. Kris-Anne. Everyone agreed Baby Camila and
Baby Lake are so cute!






There are students at this school who are allergic to
the following foods and items: nuts, dairy products,
eggs and other items.
Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a
classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens into
the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands before
and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food, food
utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food products
into the school; with permission, non-food items are
permitted for various celebrations and special events
and activities.

Thank you for your help in keeping all our children
safe.
HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
If you have an inquiry or concern regarding your child’s
education, something that took place at school, etc., please
remember that there is a procedure in place to make the
process most effective:
1)
2)

Get all the details from your child.
Contact the teacher/staff member directly
involved.
3)
If further information or action is required, then
contact the principal.
In this way, we can all ensure that issues are addressed in
the best possible fashion for all involved.
Thank you for your cooperation and continued support!

ROOTS OF EMPATHY IS UNDERWAY AT CORPUS
CHRISTI!
We are excited to bring two Roots of Empathy programs to
our school this year – one in the junior division and one in
FDK. We completed Theme 1 of the Roots of Empathy
program, which focused on “Meeting the Baby”.
During the Pre-Family Visit, the students were introduced
to the Roots of Empathy program, and to their Roots of
Empathy ‘tiny teacher’ by showing them a photograph of
the baby. A special area of the classroom was also
designated to the program where all special artwork,
photos and baby information is placed. We discussed that
‘empathy’ means being able to understand how another
person feels. We also discussed that they were going to
learn about how babies grow and develop by having a
baby visit their classroom regularly, and that they would
learn about empathy by watching the parent and baby
together and by talking about their own feelings. Students
in both classes made predictions about what they thought
their baby is able to do now. Students participated in an

We are looking forward to the next theme!
CYO NEWS
The month of November brought the end to the football
seasons and to the girls’ basketball seasons. All teams
worked hard for the last few months, training and
displaying their talent on the fields and courts. All athletes
should be proud of their efforts. A special thank you to all
of the staff and parents who helped coach these teams.
On Wednesday November 27th, Corpus Christi competed
in the bi annual Daryl Mahler 3 on 3 hockey tournament,
entering one team in the junior division and one team in
the senior division.
Congratulations to the junior hockey team on a fantastic
tournament. The team started with a tough game against
St. Clare but rebounded with two big wins over St. Ann
Ancaster and St. Augustine. In the team’s final game, a hard
fought tie left us just one point shy of the playoffs.
Congratulations to the team on a great tournament. (Mr.
Pickard)
The senior team started the day off with a tough loss to St.
Gabriel. However, they quickly bounced back, defeating St.
Thomas handily. After a second win against Sts. Peter and
Paul, the Cougars played their final round robin game
against St. Clare, with the winner securing a place in the
semi-final. A fantastic effort was put forth by all team
members, as the team won the “cougar bowl”, easily
beating St. Clare, setting up a rematch against St. Gabriel.
Unfortunately, the team came up short, falling in the semi
to the eventual champion. Congratulations to all members
of the senior team who displayed great sportsmanship,
teamwork and skill throughout the day. (Mr. Startek)
The junior girls’ basketball team will be participating in
the Kiwanis basketball tournament on Wednesday
December 11. Details will be sent home shortly. Good luck
girls!
ECO NEWS
Merry Christmas to all! Just a reminder that we will be
having our Ugly Christmas Sweater Day to bring
awareness to the carbon footprint we leave on the earth.
That day we will be dropping the temperature in the
school by a few degrees and showing the students by
putting on a sweater that they can make a difference with
the amount of carbon we use. The date for the Ugly

Christmas Sweater day is December 20th. Christmas tip:
remember that most wrapping paper can be recycled.
Have a Joyous Holiday season. Keep it Clean and go Green!

ONLINE SACRED SPACE

ADVENT LITURGIES
In the Catholic Church, Advent is a time of preparation
extending over the four Sundays before Christmas. Advent
refers to the coming of Christ. The term the
coming includes three references: first of all, to our
celebration of Christ's birth at Christmas; second, to the
coming of Christ in our lives through grace and the
Sacrament of Holy Communion; and finally, to his second
coming at the end of time.
Our preparations, therefore, should have all three comings
in mind. To help prepare our souls to receive Christ during
the Advent Season, we will be having the following
liturgies:
Monday, Dec. 2 at 8:45 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 9 at 8:45 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 at 8:45 a.m.
As usual, parents, families and friends are always welcome
to attend.
JOY DAY/UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER DAY
To celebrate the Christmas season, we will be having a Joy
Day on Friday, December 6th. On this day students will be
involved in various Christmas activities and can dress
down in red, white and green. In addition, we will be
having Ugly Christmas Sweater day on Friday, December
20th. Students do not have to wear uniform bottoms. It is
also a good day for Habs jersey’s!!!

CORPUS CHRISTI ROBOTICS TEAM
We are so fortunate to have begun a Robotics Team at
Corpus Christi this year. The team has been very busy
designing, building and programming (coding) their robot.
They will take this robot to their the First Lego League
competition on December 7th, 2019 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Secondary School. A huge THANK YOU to Mrs. Pimenta,
Mrs. Zipilli and Mr. Pickard for starting and coaching this
team. Good Luck Cougars!!!

“Prepare the way of the Lord!”
Isaiah 40:3
The season of Advent is upon us. It is the season filled with
hope, peace, joy and love as we remember Christ’s first
coming into the world; as we invite Him to come into our
lives today through the power of the Holy Spirit; and as we
await His coming in glory at the end of time, bringing the
fullness of His promised Kingdom.
In celebration of the liturgical season, the HamiltonWentworth Catholic District School Board’s online sacred
space, Our Catholic Community, has been created to
provide an opportunity for members of HWCDSB to come
together as a community in prayer and reflection as we
wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.
Our Catholic Community will be active from Tuesday,
November 27th, 2018, to Monday, January 14th, 2019.
Weekly postings will include: Gospel reflections, daily
scripture quotes, wonders to ponder, Advent prayers and
liturgies, invitations to prayer and reflection activities.
Parents/Guardians wishing to participate in Our Catholic
Community are asked to contact the school for access
information.

CHRISTMAS CHARITIES
Our CSC is organizing a Christmas Hamper campaign in
which our students will be asked to send in items to help
support some families in our community and in the city of
Hamilton. Letters to follow.
“We make a living by what we get but we make a life by
what we give.”- Winston Churchill

On behalf of the staff of Corpus Christi School, we would like
to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe, healthy and
Blessed Holiday Season!
Joyeux Noël et Bonne Année

